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amongst them, except where of late years the gospel has
been the means of their reclamation from vice, and of their
social elevation. They differ from the Pariahs, however, in
abstaining from the flesh of all dead animals.

In former times slaves were let or transferred at the
choice of the owner, were offered as presents to friends
or as gifts to temples, and were bought, sold, or mortgaged
in the same manner as the land on which they dwelt or
as the cattle and other property of their owners. The price
of a slave varied from six to nine rupees (twelve to eighteen
shillings). In some parts of the country, however, as
much as eighteen rupees were given. Being frequently
engaged in digging and manuring, transplanting the young
rice, repairing the banks, and performing other labours in
the rice-fields, sometimes standing for hours in the water,
they are subject to rheumatism, fevers, cholera, and other
diseases, which carry oif many long before the approach of
old age. The survivors are often left, when past work,
to beg or steal for their support, or to perish with hunger.

Cases of horrid and aggravated cruelty in the treatment of
slaves by their masters, especially of those who attempted
to escape to the mountains, were once numerous. In-
deed, one of the usual clauses in the deed of transfer of
slaves was uYou may sell him or kill him." Both privi-
leges have now, of course, ceased. One instance of savage
cruelty by a Syrian towards a poor slave who had made his
escape came under the cognizance of the Kev. H. Baker.
This slave, after his conversion, went to visit his former
master, carrying with him a few presents to avert his
anger. He was immediately seized and fearfully beaten, then
covered with hot ashes, and confined in the cellar of a
granary. There he lay for three days, groaning and praying
that God would forgive all his sins and his master's too. He
asked for water, and they gave him some filthy compound